
 

GCSE Options 2021 

18th January 2021  
 
Dear J3 Parents/Guardians  
 
I hope that you and your family are remaining safe and that you are all coping well during this latest period of remote 
learning.   
 
I would like to congratulate our Year 10 students on their positive approach to learning at home.  They are certainly 
showing how well they can cope in adversity.  I would also like to remind you, if you have any worries or concerns with 
regard to any aspect of remote learning or your son’s well-being overall, please bring these to the attention of his 
teacher, form teacher or year head. 
 
While everything around us is very different from what we would otherwise expect, there are some procedures which 
need to take place to ensure your son’s progress.  The most immediate is in relation to his subject choices for GCSE 
commencing September 2021.   
 
As you are aware, due to all the restrictions that are in place, we are unable to conduct face to face meetings between 
parents/guardians, students and teachers.  Instead we have tried to make information as accessible as possible for 
you remotely.  Head of Careers, Mr Ciaran O’Hare has produced a presentation which contains the information you 
would have received if we had been able to host an Options Choice Event for J3 students and their parents/guardians 
in the College. 
 
I invite you to view the presentation with your son by following the Showbie link HA592.  There you will find Mr 
O’Hare’s presentation and links to relevant information, including the GCSE subjects booklet and the options 
application form.    
 
Mr O’Hare takes you through the application process and highlights sources of information which should help inform 
your son’s choices.  Mr O’Hare has also provided his own contact details as well as details of careers officers from 
Careers Service N.I. and local universities.  While it may seem some time away, parents/guardians and students should 
be aware at this stage of any specific GCSE requirements for courses at A Level or at university.  
 
Please discuss your son’s options with him, taking into account:  
• his strengths and interests  
• the information contained in his College report  
• information in the GCSE Options Booklet. 
 
The completed subject options application form, must be uploaded to Showbie for the attention of Mrs Doherty no 
later than Friday 29th  January 2021.   
 
It should be appreciated, that the choices made by your son are subject to good performance in his J3 assessments 
and acceptance that the choices made are most suitable for him.  Final confirmation of your son’s GCSE choices may 
require further discussion with a member of SLT.  
 



If you have any queries about any particular subject, you can contact your son’s subject teacher or the relevant head 
of department.  You have previously been provided with the email addresses of all teachers which are all available on 
the Information for Parents/Guardians section of the College website 
 
Please note, a subject will only be offered if the numbers of students choosing it are sufficient to form a class.  If 
demand exceeds the number of places available in certain subjects, KS3 performance, application and aptitude will be 
used as a discriminator. The GCSE timetable will be finalised using the information collected from the choices that the 
students make.  
 
We endeavour to accommodate all the students’ subject options, but if a particular subject has a smaller uptake than 
expected and cannot be offered, or if the particular selection of subjects that your son has made is considered 
inappropriate for him, he will be asked to make alternative choices.  It will not be possible to accommodate late 
changes outside of the timetable blocks that are created, so I ask you to seek all possible information and advice before 
you submit your son's application form.  
 
Thank you for you ongoing support and I hope that you will find the information and presentation informative.  If you 
have any further queries, please do not hesitate to make contact through the College Reception, or by email using the 
contact details provided. 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
____________________  
Mr Cormac McKinney  
Principal  

http://www.stcolmans.org.uk/media/uploads/blended_learning_-_guidelines_for_students_guardians_and_parents.pdf

