
 

Centre Determined Grades/ Remote PTM/ Sixth Form Options 2021 
 
9th February 2021  
 
Dear S2 Parent/Guardian 
 
I hope that you and your family are remaining safe and that you are all coping well during this latest period of remote 
learning.   
 
Centre Determined Grades 
We have been provided with information from DENI and CCEA regarding Alternative Awarding Arrangements Summer 
2021.  Minister Weir has informed schools that in place of CCEA examinations in Summer 2021, a student’s grade in a 
subject will be based on the professional assessment by their school of the evidenced standard at which they are 
performing. These will be known as Centre Determined Grades.  Minister Weir outlined that “schools and colleges can 
use evidence of students’ performance from any point in the course to inform the Centre Determined Grade. It is, 
therefore, important that all students continue to engage with their learning as much as possible, as teachers will be 
gathering evidence of the standard of each pupil’s work during both the current period of remote learning and when 
students return to school.”   I previously forwarded these details to you which outlined the measures which will be 
implemented and the stages which will be followed throughout the remainder of this academic year. 
 
The support and encouragement you give to your son during this current period of remote learning and teaching is 
greatly appreciated.  His teachers are working hard to ensure he is being taught, remains focused and is completing 
work which will guide his final Centre Determined Grade.  
 
I would like to congratulate our Year 12 students on their positive approach to learning at home.  They are certainly 
showing how well they can cope in adversity.  While there is great work going on, we are acutely aware that there are 
many pressures and stresses which are being felt.  If you have any worries or concerns regarding any aspect of remote 
learning or your son’s well-being overall, please bring these to the attention of his teacher, Form Teacher or Year Head. 
 
Remote PTM 
While everything around us is very different from what we would otherwise expect, there are some procedures which 
need to take place to ensure your son’s progress into Sixth Form.  The most immediate is in relation to his subject 
choices for classes commencing September 2021.  
 
I wrote to you last week providing details about your son’s Remote PTM which is taking place this Friday.  I hope that 
at this stage you have been able to book appointments with your son’s teachers.  Appointments should be focused on 
your son’s subject teachers.  If you need to contact his Year Head, Mr Garbhan Boyle, please make contact by email 
and he will arrange to talk with you at a mutually agreeable time.  If there are any issues with scheduling meetings 
during the Remote PTM, please contact Mr Kevin Franklin kfranklin940@c2kni.net. 
 
Please note, your son’s teachers will not tell you his Centre Determined Grade during his PTM.  There are specific 
guidelines which schools must follow in relation to the issuing of these grades to which the College will adhere.  Final 
Centre Determined Grades will be issued when results are published by the Examination Boards come Summer 2021. 
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Sixth Form Options 2021 
We are making information in relation to subject choices as accessible as possible for you remotely.  Head of Careers, 
Mr Ciaran O’Hare has produced a presentation which contains the information you would have received if we had 
been able to host an Options Choice Event for S2 students and their parents/guardians in the College.  The Showbie 
code for this presentation is ZNUL7, your son will be able to direct you to this location where you will find the Options 
Video, Subject Choice Booklet and Options Form which is included as an attachment to this letter.  
 
As you are considering the subjects your son proposes to take for A Level commencing September 2021, you are 
encouraged to discuss the options available as set out on the form with your son, taking account of his strengths and 
interests and the information contained in his College report along with the information located on Showbie. 
 
Parents/guardians and students should be aware that they have the responsibility for ensuring that they make the 
appropriate selection of subjects for those university courses that have specific requirements.  If you require further 
guidance, please seek information from university websites and from Mr O’Hare. 
 
The completed subject application form must be submitted online no later than Wednesday 24th February 2021.  It 
should be appreciated that the choices made by your son are subject to good performance in his GCSE examinations, 
acceptance that the choices made are most suitable for him and normal rules and regulations governing progression 
from GCSE to KS5 as outlined on the attached options form. 
 
A subject will only be offered if the numbers of students choosing it are sufficient to form a class. Accordingly, if 
demand exceeds the number of places available in certain subjects, GCSE performance, application and aptitude will 
be used as a discriminator. 
 
The A Level timetable will be constructed based on the information collated from the choices made by students.  We 
endeavour to accommodate all the students’ subject options, but if a particular subject has a smaller uptake than 
expected, cannot be offered, or if the particular selection of subjects that your son has made is considered 
inappropriate for him, he will be asked to make alternative choices. It will not be possible to accommodate late 
changes outside of the timetable blocks that are created, so I ask you to seek all possible information and advice before 
you submit your son's application form. 
 
I hope that you and your family remain well and that you all enjoy the well-earned mid-term break which sees the 
school closed from Monday 15th to Friday 19th February inclusive. 
 
Yours faithfully 

  
 
 
 
____________________  
Mr Cormac McKinney  
Principal  
 


