
 
7th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents/ Guardians 
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide you with an update following information issued by DENI yesterday regarding 
remote teaching and learning and GCSE, AS and A2 examinations 2021. 
 
I wrote to you on the 4th January with details of the arrangements that were in place for remote teaching and learning 
for Y8 – Y11 students and Y12 – Y14 students.  Minister Weir has issued further instructions which confirm that remote 
learning will now take place for all students until at least the end of the mid-term break in February.  The full statement 
provided by Minister Weir to the Ad Hoc Committee for Coronavirus 6th January 2021 can be found at the following 
link: https://bit.ly/35eIErH 
 
Main details from the Minister’s statement are quoted as follows:- 

• “All mainstream education providers, including pre-school education settings, primary and post primary schools 
are required to provide remote learning at home to their pupils rather than face to face teaching in school until 
the half term break in the middle of February.” 
 

• “Vulnerable children and children of key workers will have access to schools for supervised learning. Vulnerable 
children include amongst others all children with statements of Special Educational Needs. Children of key workers 
would require at least one parent to be a key worker. These are the same provisions as were put in place during 
the first lockdown, which resulted in a very small uptake in places.” 

 

• “I have also agreed that provision in lieu of free school meals will be made to those children entitled to free school 
meals while normally in school.” 

 

• “With a further 6 weeks of remote learning having to be imposed, we cannot continued with exams in the way 
that was planned.  I have therefore decided the following: all GCSE, AS and A2 exams due to take place in January, 
February, May and June will be cancelled. Work will continue on the alternative awarding arrangements and 
further details will be brought forward as soon as possible.” 

 

• “I will return schools to face to face learning as soon as the public health situation permits.” 
 

As previously outlined, we will provide remote learning and teaching for all pupils following the Minister’s direction.  
The relevant protocols are available to view on the College’s website. Letters Home/Correspondence 
(stcolmans.org.uk) 
 
Application forms for supervision of key worker and vulnerable children are available from the College website at the 
above link.  You are asked to submit an application by 12noon on the day prior to that for which supervision is 
requested.  You are reminded that students must bring their own break and lunch as canteen facilities are not 
available.  Students should also bring their own iPad or laptop along with headphones if they wish to access any classes 
which are being conducted online.  
       
There are no further details available at present with regard to awarding of GCSE, AS and A2 subjects in Summer 2021, 
apart from confirmation that all examinations are now cancelled.  The immediate consequence of this is that S2 
students who were scheduled to sit Maths and English exams week beginning 11th January, will no longer do so.  While 
the arrangements for the awarding of GCSE, AS and A2 are not known, it is assumed that any future measure of student 
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attainment will involve consideration of work which was completed by students prior to the commencement of remote 
teaching, during this period of remote teaching and when students return to face to face teaching.  As a result, it is 
essential that your son continues to engage fully with all of his classes and ensures that he is able to demonstrate 
relevant knowledge, skills and understanding of the curriculum in each of his subjects.  You will be provided with 
further details in terms of awarding when these become available to schools. 
 
The staff members of the College are working hard to ensure that remote learning and teaching is engaging and 
productive for all.  We appreciate your support in ensuring your son is doing all that he can to ensure that he is applying 
himself as fully as possible.  If there are any issues or difficulties that you need to bring to our attention, please do not 
hesitate to do so.  You have been provided with the contact details of members of staff, year heads and senior 
teachers.  We are always keen to hear if there are any specific issues or points of reflection which you wish to bring to 
our attention. Please note the following email address which you or your son may also use to notify us of your concerns 
wellbeing@stcolmans.org.uk.   
 
In the meantime, I would like to thank you for your ongoing co-operation and I hope you and your family remain safe 
and well. 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Cormac McKinney 
Principal  
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